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Mother tongue Day 2017: “Towards Sustainable Futures through
Multilingual Education”
By Barbra Nyangairi
On the 21st of February Zimbabwe joined the rest of the world to
commemorate International Mother Tongue day under the theme
“Towards sustainable futures through multilingual education.” This
theme is very relevant as Zimbabwe is making strides towards
teaching children in their mother tongues. This is evidenced by the
different local language syllabi that have been made. The Ministry of
Primary and Secondary Education in its new curriculum has made
the syllabi for Tonga, Tshivenda, Kalanga, Nambya, Sesotho and
Shangani to mention a few. We remain worried that a Sign language
syllabus has yet to be made. How does this affect children whose
mother tongue is Sign language without another language? Deaf
children’s rights to language continue to be violated everyday they
learn in settings that do not promote the use of their language.
Language is empowering and the development of a Sign language
syllabus will provide motivation for the development of learning
resources. For a long time, the Deaf community has suffered the
violation of language rights and with the new constitution that
recognizes Sign language as a language, still not a lot is being done
to promote the use, development of Sign language. The progressive
language rights will remain on paper and never impacting the lives
of the Deaf if there is no political will to support the realization of the
language rights.

Facts about Mother Tongue Day
Approximately 7000 languages are
spoken the world over.
The International Day has been
observed every year since February
2000 to promote linguistic and cultural
diversity and multilingualism
The date corresponds with the day in
1952 when students from the
University of Dhaka, demonstrating for
the recognition of Bengali as one of the
two national languages of East
Pakistan, were brutally shot dead by
police in Dhaka Bangladesh.
International Mother Tongue Day is a
public holiday in Bangladesh where
people commemorate the day laying
down flowers at the Martyr's
Monument (Shaheed Minar)

HIV/AIDS TREATMENT AND ADHERENCE WITHIN THE
DEAF COMMUNITY
By Rosemary Mundhluli

Extracted from Following an HIV Regimen: Steps to Take Before and After Starting
HIV Medicines | Understanding HIV/AIDS https://aidsinfo.nih.gov/educationmaterials/fact-sheets/21/55/following-an-hiv-regimen---steps-to-take-before-and-afterstarting-hiv-medicines

Deaf Zimbabwe Trust through its work in the Deaf community
has noted with concern an increase in the number of HIV positive
people defaulting on their medication. The effectiveness of
Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) is dependent on adherence to the
treatment plan. Medication adherence means sticking firmly to
an HIV treatment plan. It means taking HIV medicines every day
and exactly as instructed. This allows the HIV medicine to do its
work that is preventing the HIV from multiplying and destroying
the immune system. Adherence to HIV medicines helps people
with HIV live longer, healthier lives. Poor adherence allows HIV
to destroy the immune system. A damaged immune system makes
it hard for the body to fight off infections. It also increases the
risk of drug resistance and HIV treatment failure.
It is sad to note that due to lack of communication between
service providers and deaf patients, many do not understand the
importance of adherence. In addition to this, the lack of family
support and busy daily routines that involve working all day have
been sighted as some of the factors that make it difficult for Deaf
people to take their medication correctly. Other factors that
make treatment adherence difficult include side effects from
interactions between HIV medicines and other medicines a
person may take, trouble swallowing pills or other difficulty
taking medicines, unstable living or housing situation and fear of
disclosing one’s HIV-positive status to others.

Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Education
Visit to Chipinge
By Paidamoyo Chimhini
In February 2017 DZT supported the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee on Education and the Senators
for disability to visit Big Tree Primary School in
Chipinge. The school has resource units for Deaf
learners mentally challenged leaners. The school is
also practicing inclusive education by integrating
learners with physical disabilities in mainstream
classes. The visit was meant to assess the state of
disability education and equip Members of
Parliament with first-hand information on the
educational needs of children with disabilities. Big
Tree Primary school is located in the heart of rural
Chipinge with an enrolment of 455 students of which
24 have disabilities. Though visible constrained by
limited resources, the school is making strides
towards promoting access to education for children
with disabilities. Big Tree School has introduced
boarding facilities for the students with disabilities
to ensure that that they do not have to travel long
distances to get to school. With support from
Community Organisation for Poverty Alleviation in
Zimbabwe (COPAZ) the school has been able to
support the learners with disabilities by providing
them with basic needs. However the school is still in
need of assistance with sanitary wear, food stuffs
and financial assistance to keep the boarding facility
running as most of the children are unable to pay
fees.

Members of Parliament with the learners with disabilities and staff
at Big Tree Primary School

It is important for people on ART to be supported by family and
friends to take their medication correctly. Aids such as pill boxes,
pill reminders, and medication diaries can help to maintain longterm medication adherence. In addition to this health service
providers can also provide support for patients to stick to the
treatment plan. However this is only possible through an
interpreter who will provide communication support. Treatment
and adherence literacy is important to ensure that the Deaf
community understands the importance of taking HIV treatment
consistently.
The building used as the dormitory and dining hall for learners with
disabilities

Indications of a possible hearing loss
By Precious Nkomo
It often takes long for parents of children who are deaf to realize that their
child cannot hear. Without going through a proper test it may be difficult to
assess whether your child is Deaf or not. At times they delay getting help with
the comfort that the child is still young and maybe as time goes by the child
will be able to talk only to realize at a later stage that the child is Deaf. Below
are some of the indications that may give you signs if your child has possible
hearing loss. These will guide you in assessing your child so that early
intervention can be provided.

Behaviours
o

o

The child seems inattentive, daydreams, appears to be unaware when spoken to
o May seem bored with , or take little interest in what is going on around
o Seems to intentionally ignore
o Appears constantly tired, easily fatigued
o Consistently withdraws from group, socially withdrawn in listening situations
o Gives inappropriate or irrelevant answers to questions , responds slowly to questions
o Frequently asks the words, questions , instructions be repeated
o Makes mistakes in following oral instructions
o Watches others before beginning a task, imitates actions of others
Poor performance in a noisy environment with improved performance in face to face communication
o Habitually watches the speaker’s lips
o Holds head in a particular position when spoken to
o Difficulty localizing sound source, not sure who has spoken
o Seems impatient, irritable or edgy
o Has abrupt behaviour changes or temper tantrums
Adapted from Rotary volunteer team to Zimbabwe...1996
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